
Presented by: 

Investigator Maurice Edwards (Seminole County Sheriff ’s Office) 



 Per FL Ch. 456.0341: by January 1, 2021, you must post in your 
place of work in a conspicuous place accessible to employees 
a sign that is at least 11 inches by 15 inches in size, printed in a 
clearly legible font and in at least a 32-point type, which 
substantially states in English and Spanish: 

 
 “If you or someone you know is being forced to engage in an 

activity and cannot leave, whether it is prostitution, 
housework, farm work, factory work, retail work, restaurant 
work, or any other activity, call the National Human 
Trafficking Resource Center at 888-373-7888 or text INFO or 
HELP to 233-733 to access help and services. Victims of slavery 
and human trafficking are protected under United States 
and Florida law.”  
 

 

New Legislation Impacting Your Profession 

House Bill 851  



What is Human Trafficking:  
F.S. 787.06 Human trafficking- 
 

 Sex Trafficking: in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, 
or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not 
attained 18 years of age; or 

 

 Labor Trafficking: The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, 
or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, 
or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, 
debt bondage, or slavery. 

Victim under 18 years old:  
 - Engaged in commercial sexual activity 
 - Engaged in labor/services  
 
Victim is an adult:  
 - Use of coercion for commercial sexual activity 
 - Use of coercion for labor/services 
Coercion: force , threats, restraint/isolation, debt servitude, immigration 
documents, financial harm, fraud/deceit, providing controlled substances 



Distinguishing Trafficking  
from other Crimes 

• Human Trafficking vs. Smuggling 

– Smuggling is illegal transportation of a person across international 
borders. 

– Smuggling is typically voluntary and the person is free to leave 
afterwards. 

– A trafficked person may be transported into a country, but the person is 
then exploited for financial gain through labor services. 

• Human Trafficking vs. Extortion 

– Extortion is the collection of money through force or coercion 
(Sometimes from family member after smuggling for a person’s 
freedom) 

– Human Trafficking involves using the victim for labor or sexual services 
that result in financial gain. The victim works to pay off the trafficker. 

 



Distinguishing Trafficking  
from other Crimes 

 Human Trafficking vs. Sexual Assault 

 Human Trafficking based on commercial sex requires that the 
person has been forced to provide sexual services for profit.  If other 
HT factors are present, sexual assault can be a type of forced labor. 

 Human Trafficking vs. Prostitution 

 Human Trafficking requires that the person has been forced to 
prostitute through force, fraud or coercion. The profit is often taken 
by the trafficker. 

 Human Trafficking vs. Labor Violations 

 Labor Trafficking differs from other labor violations in that the 
victim is forced to remain in the job and that they were “obtained” 
for the purpose of economic exploitation. 

 



Who is Involved in Trafficking? 
• The recruiter gains the victim’s trust and then sells 

them for labor or to a pimp.  Sometimes this is a 
boyfriend, a neighbor, or even a family member.  
 

• The trafficker is the one who controls the victims.  
Making the victim fearful through abuse, threats, and 
lies the trafficker gains power over his/her victim. 
 

• The victim could be anyone. 
 

• The consumer funds the human trafficking industry 
by purchasing goods and services.  Often she/he is 
unaware that someone is suffering. 

 



HT in Florida  
 According to the Department of Justice, Florida ranks third in 

the nation for the number of calls received by the hotline of the 
National Human Trafficking Resource Center.   

 

 Florida is named as one of the top three states as a destination 
for trafficked persons, along with New York and Texas. 

 

 Florida and Orlando in particular, is  

    a hotspot for human trafficking because  

    of its large immigrant population,  

    tourism, and agricultural industries. 



HT in Florida  
 HT is the face of modern organized crime: 

 

 More profitable than drugs or arms.  

 

 Continuous profits. 

 

 Less Risks.  



Identifying Victims of Human Trafficking: 
What to Look for in a Healthcare Setting 

Healthcare providers may come into contact with victims of 
human trafficking and have a unique opportunity to connect 
them with much needed support and services. Anyone in a 
healthcare setting may be in a position to recognize human 
trafficking.  

 clerical staff  

 lab technicians  

 nursing staff 

 ambulatory care 

 radiology staff  

 security personnel 

 case managers 

 physicians 



Red Flags and Indicators 

The following next few slides are a list of potential red 
flags and indicators that medical providers may see in a 
patient who may be a victim of human trafficking.  

 

Please note that this list is not exhaustive. Each indicator 
taken individually may not imply a trafficking situation 
and not all victims of human trafficking will exhibit these 
signs. However, the recognition of several indicators may 
point to the need for referrals and further assessment.  



Red Flags and Indicators  

General Indicators of Human Trafficking 

 Shares a scripted or inconsistent history  
 Is unwilling or hesitant to answer questions about the injury or 

illness  
 Is accompanied by an individual who does not let the patient speak 

for themselves, refuses to let the patient have privacy, or who 
interprets for them  

 Evidence of controlling or dominating relationships (excessive 
concerns about pleasing a family member, romantic partner, or 
employer) 

 Demonstrates fearful or nervous behavior or avoids eye contact 
 Is resistant to assistance or demonstrates hostile behavior 
 Is unable to provide his/her address 
 Is not aware of his/her location, the current date, or time 
 Is not in possession of his/her identification documents  
 Is not in control of his or her own money 
 Is not being paid or wages are withheld  
 This publication was made possible in part through Grant Number 90ZV0102 from the Office on Trafficking in Persons, Administration 
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authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Office on Trafficking in Persons, Administration for Children and 
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Red Flags and Indicators  

Labor Trafficking Indicators 
 Has been abused at work or threatened with harm by an 

employer or supervisor 

 Is not allowed to take adequate breaks, food, or water 
while at work 

 Is not provided with adequate personal protective 
equipment for hazardous work 

 Was recruited for different work than he/she is currently 
doing  

 Is required to live in housing provided by employer 

 Has a debt to employer or recruiter that he/she cannot 
pay off 

 This publication was made possible in part through Grant Number 90ZV0102 from the Office on Trafficking in Persons, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Its contents are solely the responsibility of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Office on Trafficking in Persons, Administration for Children and 
Families, or HHS. 



Red Flags and Indicators  

Sex Trafficking Indicators  

 Patient is under the age of 18 and is involved in the 
commercial sex industry 

 Has tattoos or other forms of branding, such as tattoos 
that say, “Daddy,” “Property of…,” “For sale,” etc. 

 Reports an unusually high numbers of sexual partners 

 Does not have appropriate clothing for the weather or 
venue 

 Uses language common in the commercial sex industry 

 

This publication was made possible in part through Grant Number 90ZV0102 from the Office on Trafficking in Persons, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Its contents are solely the responsibility of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Office on Trafficking in Persons, Administration for Children and 
Families, or HHS. 



Health Indicators and Consequences of 
Human Trafficking 

 

The following next few slides are a list of physical and 
mental health indicators of human trafficking which is 
not in-depth. Trafficking survivors may experience one or 
more of these indicators, none of these indicators, or 
health indicators not on this list. This list is intended to 
help you assess if a patient’s condition may be a result of a 
trafficking-related trauma and should be considered in 
context. 



Health Indicators and Consequences of 
Human Trafficking 

Physical Health Indicators  

 Signs of physical abuse or unexplained injuries  
• Bruising, Burns, Cuts, or wounds, Blunt force trauma, Fractures, 

Broken teeth, and Signs of torture 

 Neurological conditions,  
• Traumatic brain injury, Headaches or migraines, Unexplained 

memory loss, Insomnia, Difficulty concentrating 

 Health issues, Severe weight loss  

 Reproductive issues,  
• Sexually-transmitted infections, Genitourinary issues, 

Repeated unwanted pregnancies, Forced or pressured abortions 
, Genital trauma, Sexual dysfunction  

 Substance use disorders 

 



Health Indicators and Consequences of 
Human Trafficking 

Mental Health Indicators 
 Depression 
 Suicidal ideation 
 Self-harming behaviors 
 Anxiety  
 Post-traumatic stress disorder 
 Nightmares 
 Flashbacks  
 Lack of emotional responsiveness 
 Feelings of shame or guilt  
 Attachment disorders  

• Lack of or difficulty in engaging in social interactions, Signs of 
withdrawal, fear, sadness, or irritability 

 Depersonalization  
• Feeling like an outside observer of themselves, as if watching 

themselves in a movie, Emotional or physical numbness of senses 
and Feeling alienated from or unfamiliar with their surroundings  

 



Health Indicators and Consequences of 
Human Trafficking 

Social or Developmental Indicators 

 Increased engagement in high risk behaviors, such as 
running away or early sexual initiation if a minor 

 Trauma bonding with trafficker or other victims (e.g. 
Stockholm syndrome)  

 Difficulty establishing or maintaining healthy 
relationships 

 Delayed physical or cognitive development 

 Impaired social skills 

 



Victim Identification and Response  
How to conduct an assessment or exam with a potential 

victim of human trafficking. 

Victims of trafficking do not often disclose their trafficking 
situation in clinical settings. Therefore, it is critical for medical 
practitioners to be thoughtful about engaging patients, employing 
trauma-informed practices, and creating a space that is conducive 
for discussing human trafficking. Before beginning any 
conversation with a patient, assess the potential safety risks that 
may result from asking sensitive questions of the patient. 
Recognize that the goal of your interaction is not disclosure or 
rescue, but rather to create a safe, nonjudgmental place that will 
help you identify trafficking indicators and assist the patient.  



Victim Identification and Response  
Recommendations for Assessments 

Allow the patient to decide if they would feel more comfortable 
speaking with a male or female practitioner. 

 If the patient requires interpretation, always utilize professional 
interpreters who are unrelated to the patient or situation.  

 If the patient is accompanied by others, find a time and place to 
speak with the patient privately.  

Take time to build rapport with potential victims, or if you do not 
have the time yourself, find someone else on staff who can develop 
rapport with the patient. 

Ensure that the patient understands confidentiality policies and 
practices, including mandatory reporting laws. 

Use multidisciplinary resources, such as social workers, where 
available 

Refer to existing institutional protocols for victims of abuse/sexual 
abuse.  



Every situation of human trafficking is unique; it is important to use a 
victim-centered response. Not all victims of trafficking will be 
comfortable disclosing their situation, nor will all victims be ready to 
seek assistance from service providers, law enforcement, or even 
medical providers. Medical providers, however, have a unique 
opportunity to provide potential trafficking victims with information 
and options, while supporting them through the process of connecting 
with advocates or service providers if they are ready to report their 
situation. 

What should you do if you believe you have 
identified a victim of human trafficking. 



 Provide the patient with the NHTRC hotline number and encourage 
him/her to call if he/she wants help or wants to talk to someone. If the 
patient feels it is dangerous to have something with the number written on 
it you can have them memorize the number. 

 In situations of immediate, life-threatening danger, follow your institutional 
policies for reporting to law enforcement. Whenever possible, make an 
effort to partner with the patient in the decision to contact law enforcement. 

 Provide the patient with options for services, reporting, and resources. 
Ensure that safety planning is included in the discharge planning process. 

 If the patient is a minor, follow mandatory state reporting laws and 
institutional policies for child abuse or serving unaccompanied youth. 

 Ensure that any information regarding the patient’s injuries or treatment is 
accurately documented in the patient’s records. While documentation of 
abuse may be helpful in building a case against a trafficker, information 
about the victim can also be used against them in a court proceeding.  

If a patient has disclosed that they have 
been trafficked: 



Legal requirements regarding mandatory reporting of human 
trafficking may differ from state to state, and situations may require 
mandatory reporting under related statutes even if the situation is not 
human trafficking (e.g. child abuse or domestic violence).  

 

Refer to your local or state requirements regarding mandatory 
reporting. While contacting the NHTRC will not fulfill mandatory 
reporting requirements, the NHTRC can facilitate a report to 
specialized law enforcement trained to handle human trafficking cases. 

 

When working with adults who have been trafficked, it is important to 
gain permission and consent from the patient before disclosing any 
personal information about the patient to others, including service 
providers. Furthermore, medical providers should be aware of how 
HIPAA regulations impact the ability to report potential trafficking 
situations on behalf of a patient.  

Are you obligated to report situations of 
human trafficking? 



The Trafficked Person 
• Likely has been lied to about the work they will be doing in the U.S. 

• Was economically motivated to come to the United States or to seek 
a new job. 

• Believes they have a real debt to pay and takes this very seriously. 

• Has been lied to about their rights in this country and what will 
happen to them if they seek help. 

• Does not have any meaningful social network. 

• Is extremely embarrassed about what is happening to him/her. 

• May not see themselves as a victim – they may feel blame for their 
situation. 

• May be holding out hope that if he or she proves their worth, things 
will get better 

 



Why don’t Trafficked Persons 
Escape? 

 They are afraid of being deported. 
 They may be in danger if they try to leave. 
 The traffickers have such a strong psychological and physiological 

hold on them. 
 They fear for the safety of their families in their home countries or 

in the U.S. 
 They may fear the U.S. legal system because they may not 

understand the laws that protect them. 
 They may not be able to support themselves on their own. 
 Due to all these factors, they may not complain about their 

situation 

 Therefore, it is our responsibility to 
protect and assist people being 
exploited. 
 



Control 



Survivors of common injures you 
may see.   



Case Study   
  



Resources available to victim various by State and 
County. Below are a few Seminole County Florida use 

 U.S. Dept. Homeland Security Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) 
 Victim Assistance Program helps coordinate services to help human 

trafficking victims, such as crisis intervention, counseling and emotional 
support.  ICE offers temporary immigration status for victims of human 
trafficking and works with local law enforcement to assist victims. 

 Department of Children and Families 
 Addresses the placement and housing of trafficked victims and 

survivors 

 Florida Coalition Against Human Trafficking  
 Assists survivors with housing, counseling, clothing, 

medical/psychological care and other needs. 
 
 Seminole Human Trafficking Task Force Resource Guide will be 

available.   
 

 



What can you do about it? 
 Report It! 

 Emergency Number 
 Victim in immediate danger 
 Not anonymous 
 911 
 National Human Trafficking Hotline 
 Potential trafficking situation 
 anonymous 
 1-888-373-7888 
 FL Abuse Hotline (if child involved)  

 DCF & Law Enforcement respond 
 anonymous 

 1-800-96-ABUSE 



 

 

Investigator Maurice Edwards  

Seminole County Sheriff ’s Office 

407-402-3492 

Medwards@seminolesheriff.org  


